

TOWN OF MARION

PLANNING BOARD

January 20, 2015
Main Conference Room

Marion Town House

Two Spring Street
MEMBERS PRESENT:      Stephen Kokkins, Chairman





Norm Hills, Vice-Chairman 


             
Eileen Marum
            Steve Gonsalves 
Rico Ferrari 
Michael Popitz

            Rob Lane, Clerk
MEMBERS ABSENT:          None Absent     

BOARD ASSISTANT:
Terri Santos 
ALSO PRESENT:

Jean Perry
Commencement – Chairman Kokkins called the regular meeting to order at 5:00P.M. 
Old/ New Business
Vice – Chairman Hills noted that he has provided a package of proposed changes to the standard Planning Board forms to the Planning Assistant to discuss at the next meeting.

Vice – Chairman Hills noted that a DLTA grant application had become available which is due Feb 28, 2015 to support the Master Plan and they schedule a sub-committee meeting to address this and the SRPEDD work schedule.
Vice – Chairman Hills noted that Attorney Witten has suggested that when an application is received from CVS, the Board should meet with him regarding implementing the bylaws prior to holding the CVS hearing.

2016 – Budgeting for Master Plan and Part Time Planner – Need for Warrant Articles 
The document titled Planning Board Budget dated December 22, 2014 and revised January 16, 2015 provided the basis for the discussion.  
The revised 2015 budget changed only in its inclusion of the carry over of the 2014 funding for the SRPEDD work. Discussion centered on the need for transcription services for the September 15, 2014 CVS meeting. Points made during the discussion included:

· Not convinced of need, Clerk and Assistant use notes and recordings to write minutes
· Ability to review actual wording, useful if necessary to go to court

· Not used by other Boards in Town, possibly precedent setting
· Concern that estimated cost of $475 not in budget, may need supplemental funding, Chairman approach BOS
· Consensus of the majority of the Board Members that the meeting of December 15, 2014 with the testimony of CVS representatives should be transcribed

. 

Motion made by Member Lane to approve the 2015 revised budget as written, seconded by Member Ferrari.

VOTE: 5-2-0 Member Marum and Vice-Chairman Hills Vote Nay 
Next the proposed 2016 budget was addressed. Points made during the discussion included:

· The need to increase the 2016 budget to account for the funds used for the transcription
· Question increase in travel as not seeing return for SRPEDD meetings

· Disagreement on value of SPREDD information

· Motion made by Member Ferrari to move the meeting and travel line item for the 2016 budget up to the consulting account (note, motion not seconded).

· Value, use made of CPTC material

· Two warrant articles to complete SREPDD funding for Master Plan

Motion made by Member Ferrari to level fund the Travel and Meetings line item at $290, and $210 be moved up to consulting, seconded by Member Gonsalves.
VOTE: 5-2-0 Note Member Marum and Vice – Chairman Hills Vote Nay

Motion made by Member Lane to approve the proposed budget for FY 2016 as amended, seconded by Member Popitz. 

VOTE:  7-1-0 Vice-Chairman Hills vote nay
Approval of Minutes 
Before addressing the specifics of the September 15, 2014 minutes, the ongoing debate of the level of detail to be included continued. Vice-Chairman Hills restated his position that recordings do not replace written minutes. Member Gonsalves vehemently objected, ultimately making a motion to keep the minutes brief and include in the minutes; who is present including members of audience, when the meeting start and end time, motions made, what votes are taken and note at end which incorporates all the audio and video recordings, seconded by Clerk Lane.  
VOTE: 5-2-0 Note: Member Marum and Vice - Chairman Hills Vote Nay

It was noted that the draft of the September 15, 2015 minutes had been changed from the previous draft presented and a partial transcription had been included.  Clerk Lane and Member Marum entered into a discussion as to whether the partial transcript belonged in the minutes and how it got there. Clerk Lane noted that the decision was make in conjunction with the Chairman. Clerk Lane noted that he paid for the Transcript and will turn in the expense and then he will reimburse the Town so there is no net cost to the Town.
Motion made by Member Ferrari to take a vote on the minutes with the amendments made by the Chairman, seconded by Member Gonsalves.
VOTE: 5-0-0  
Motion made by Member Ferrari to approve the minutes accepted with the changes approved by the Chairman, seconded by Clerk Hills.

VOTE: 5-2-0 Vice Chairman Hills and Member Marum Vote Nay. 
Approval of Bills

No Bills to Approve
Member Marum questioned the executive session that was planned for January 15. Chairman Kokkins responded that the question should have been brought up as New Business. 

Motion made by Chairman Kokkins to adjourn, seconded by Clerk Lane at 5:36P.M.

VOTE: 7-0-0

List of Documents Received:
Planning Board Budget dated December 22, 2014 and revised 1/16/2015
Draft Minutes September 15, 2015

Note: The documents, reports, correspondences, submittals, notices, exhibits are a part of the official record along with these minutes.
Respectfully Submitted,
Norm Hills, Clerk
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